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17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 

called Golgotha).  18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side 

and Jesus in the middle.  
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross.  It read: JESUS OF 

NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where 

Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and 

Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the 

Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”  
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”  
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 

shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining.  This garment was 

seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.  “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,  

“They divided my clothes among them  

and cast lots for my garment.”  

So this is what the soldiers did.  
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom 

he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, 

“Here is your mother.”  From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 

would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they 

soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ 

lips.  30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he bowed 

his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

It is finished!  Those may be the most famous of the words our Lord spoke from the 

cross.  And so tonight as we celebrate those words it bears repeating just exactly what was 

finished, and what it took for Jesus to be able to say those words.  

What we celebrate tonight and what we pray everyone in their lifetime has a chance to 

hear, is that by sacrificing Himself for us on the cross, Jesus brought to completion God’s plan to 

rescue us from our sins.  Tonight, together with Christians around the world we turn to Jesus 

because He and He alone has finished our salvation! 

Once His hands and feet had been nailed to the cross and He was raised up for all to see, 

it probably seemed to passersby that Jesus was finished, that anything He could possibly 

accomplish was behind Him.  But not quite yet.  He had a few words still to speak as He 

completed a life of perfect love and perfect obedience to His Father’s will.  In a shocking 

demonstration of that love, He looked down from the cross at the very soldiers whose hands 



were still tingling from hammering home the nails that now held Him to the cross and those 

same Jews whose voices had cried out earlier that day for this very crucifixion and He prayed, 

Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.   

In a saving act of love, He looked over to the criminal beside Him and assured him 

Today, you will be with Me in paradise.   

Then in His final act of obedience to the Fourth Commandment, He arranged for His 

mother to be cared for even after He was gone: Woman here is your son.  Here is your 

mother. 
It was finished.  Despite Satan hounding Him at every turn, Jesus had lived a life of 

perfect love and perfect obedience as our substitute.  But Jesus still wasn’t finished.  He had not 

come only to live the life we failed to live, He had come to suffer God’s wrath over sin in our 

place.  For three hours, we heard from Matthew’s Gospel, from noon until three in the afternoon, 

the sun stopped shining and all the land was covered in darkness.  As He hung on the cross, Jesus 

suffered the true death of hell, separation from God and all of His blessings, including even that 

very first blessing which He had created: light.  As Jesus hung on the cross, bearing the full guilt 

of all of our sins, the Father turned away from Him.  The previous night when He had struggled 

in the darkness of Gethsemane with His impending death, the Father had strengthened and 

comforted Him.  Here, on the cross, in the darkness of Calvary, He was alone.  Scorned by the 

Father because of our sins. 

At the end of those three hours of enduring the curse of our sin, He cried out in a loud 

voice, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  God had forsaken Him because that 

was His lot as God’s Messiah, in order to redeem us from our sins He had to suffer the 

punishment those sins deserved. 

Then, knowing everything had been finished so that the Scriptures were fulfilled, He said 

I am thirsty.   

And having received a drink from one of the soldiers He called out to the world those 

sweet gospel words: It is finished.  In the Greek language, it is only a single word, Tetelesthai, 

one which merchants and moneylenders would have written on the bottom of bills once the full 

payment had been received.  Tetelesthai!  It is finished!  Paid in full! 

What a thought, isn’t it?  Our sin was a hopeless debt.  There is nothing we can give, say, 

think, or do to pay off a single sin—let alone a whole life of them.  And yet, through Jesus’ 

suffering on our behalf, our sin, our debt, is paid for, paid in full.  There is no small balance of 

sin remaining that we are supposed to pay down.  There is no “to be continued” payment plan 

when it comes to our salvation.  It is, simply put, finished.  The whole Bible is summed up in 

that one little word: finished.  Jesus, the Son of God, who is Truth Himself, who cannot lie said 

it: finished.  The debt of your sin has been paid, and paid in full! 

Let there be no “ifs, ands, or buts” in your minds.  Instead, be still.  Be at peace.  And in 

simple faith turn once again to Jesus; He, and He alone, has finished, accomplished, and 

completed your salvation.  Once and for all, always and forever, salvation is yours only and 

solely though Jesus.  So together with Him we can lift our up our hearts and our heads to God 

and pray: Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 

Amen. 

 


